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he Ministry of Environment has released a revised procedure for
preparing emissions summaries and dispersion modeling and a new fee
structure for Certificates of Approval (Air) applications. As of October 1st,
1998 all applications under Section 9 of approvals must include information that
demonstrates that the entire facility complies with Section 5 of Regulation 346 under
the Environmental Protection Act (EPA) for the contaminants submitted in the
application. The past practice of limiting the requirement for site wide assessments
to sources that contribute greater than 25% of the regulatory limit for the
contaminants of concern in the course of reviewing applications for approval has
been discontinued. Emission rates used in dispersion modeling are now required to
be the aggregate maximum half hour average emission rates from all sources of
that contaminant occurring during the maximum emissions or worst case scenario.
Each and every source at the facility shall be considered regardless of when a
source was installed or whether or not approval under Section 9 of the EPA was
obtained for that source.
The new fee structure for Certificate of Approvals (Air) came into force in October
1st, 1998. The new fee structure has moved away from the old fee structure which
was based on the capital cost being spent by the applicant to a block fee approach
that reflects the review time required to assess the application. The fee schedule
has three distinct parts: 1) a standard administrative fee ($100 for amendments,
$200 for new applications), 2) a block fee for common process applications that
have well defined environmental impacts (typically $400 per source, but as much as
$1,200 per source), and 3) additional fees for any intensive reviews, (including
hearings, noise reviews, emissions inventories, review of contaminants emission
limits) which are at the discretion of Director, may cost anywhere from $0-$3,000
depending on the level of effort required to complete the review.
Case Study: Using a simple example, Widget Manufacturing is going to install six
new welding stations. Under the old system the total application cost would be 2%
of the capital cost of the exhaust system (fan, vents, piping,. For this example we
will assume that the cost of the exhaust system is $75,000. Hence, under the old
system the total application cost would be $1,500. Using the new system, the fee
for this Certificate of Approval would be $200 for administration and $400 as
required by Schedule 1. If a review of an emissions summary is required it could
cost from 0$ to $3000 depending on the number of sources under review. In this
case six sources would cost $1,000. Furthermore, if a noise assessment is
necessary, the cost for equipment that is located within 500 meters of a residential
building is $400 for the first 5 pieces of equipment and $100 for each additional
piece of equipment to which the application relates. In this case, the noise
assessment fee could be as much as $500. Hence, the total fee for this example
could range from $600 to $2,100 depending on the level of effort required by the
Ministry to complete the review.
You can obtain a copy of the new fee structure and new guidelines for preparing an
emissions summary and dispersion modeling report from the Ministry of the
Environment at 1-800-461-6290 or by contacting one of our technical staff.
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Environmental Management is intended to provide basic information about issues relating to environmental management. The information presented here is by
no means a complete review of topics discussed but is intended to be succinct in manner. The proper legal text should be consulted when making decisions.

